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Raiſing TIMBER, 


Effectually Supporting the PO O R 
in Great Britain. 
To which is added, 
AY PE r N 
Relating to a 


NATIONAL MIL ITI A. 


By NICHOLAS. TURNER, of Bignor 
Park in Suſſex, Eſq; 
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" The Strength of the Nation, the future Intereſt of diene Families, 
ce and the Deſire that Men of Rank and Fortune have of tranſmſtting 
<< their Names as well as Eftates to their Deſcendants, all plead for this 
1 Improvement of raifing Oaks, which is the ſureſt Method to lay a 
« Foundation for preſerving to the lateſt Age, that Superiority of Naval 
re Power, which under Providence, is the Guardian of the Religion, 
<c Liberties, Honour, Commerce, and Wealth of Great Britain. 

: Obſerwations on Mr. Fauquiere's Eſſay, pag. 63 and 64. 


Much Foad is in the Tillage of the Poor, but there is that is deſtroyed for wart 
i. 2 udgment. | f Proverbs xiii. verſe 23. 
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3 8 IMR ER is allheveld on all Hands 
72 5 10 be of that high Value, and of 
28 tbas great Uſe in almoſt all the 
important Articles of Life, that it 
particularly requires our utmoſt Attention 7 
improve and Increaſe it in this Kingdom : ; for it 
75 certain, dur preſent Happi 22 and our future 
Security, do immediately depend bn 7b. | 
Timber of ſome fort or another grows in mo 
Counties in En gland. Suſſex particularly (in 
which County I live) did abound in Oak, efpeci- 
olly the ancient Anderida er Weald, note 
called the Wild, «ohere formerly it was a Nu- 
ſence ; ; but it is not fo now, for the good Timber 
7s in few Hands, and being in Parks is not (as 
_ being Ornamental) likely to be cut ; ſo that now 
t 1s forty per Cent. dearer than twenty Years 
ago; and V. ſome Method ts not immediately put 
A 2 in 


* 


Wt dat e 
prov ts 12 own: Sine of foreign. Materials, 
reli 107100) neinbo. M ond. freche br h Ve- 


147 to this Nation, as our own Growth. 
Thingfpre' I prepoſed i Method (though nv 
hs "raed as may be thought of by others) for that 
Hur naſe 5 A Method that will do no barm)\ and 
NG * oe can haue . an 3 fo. 


The RE Part-i is YR Projeſel 17 4 
Scheme for the Benefit of the real Poor. © I am 
Seafible it avill bade many Objections ; for Whip- 
Hing, Tranſportation, and "Death, are borrid 
Sounds in the Ears * Engliſhmen. . 

. 1t uu be faid, It is no Crime 40 be poor; 
hich F agree; But 7 it is a Cine to 1 
ide, "hich the: Poor i in the Southern Parts of 
England are; aud 1 have objerved more fo 
where there bes been large Chartttes, as at 
Guildford, where they have in different Lega- 


ci ies and Gi 0 five hundred Pounds ycarly for the 
Pr; \but (if I am informed right) the Poor 


745 axis, Us has been, in the Pariſh of St. Mary's, 


0 "ef than four Shillings and Nine-pence in the 
Pound; 


[ wii] 

Pound; and which, Tam confident, would not be 
al mot above one Shilling and Six-pence, if 
proper Severity was uſed, and abe may. 8 
uſe of Pallialives and temporary Expedients. far 
4 Time, but muſt at laſt come to dangerous Re- 
wnedtes to the dangerous Diſtempers, Idleneſs and 
Diſſoluteneſs, 

It will be ſaid, we have worthy Magiſtrates 
and Juſtices to put the Laws in Execution with- 
out Fee or Reward ; ſo my Scheme will be called 
-@ Job, and intended for Lucre. .. 

To which anſiver, Fin, en His. 
tales it will aut be paid, if be does, his Country 
Juſtior, but * rather da it Jer, r can 
Gain. tte 1 nee 

Secondly, That 1 bare euer 2 any\Juf- 
tian decks Duty as ſuch, but be bad, ſome Mo- 
rive at the. Bottom: For Inflance, The Spartſ- 
mum or Country. Squire acts to put the; Lapo 
\ftriftly in Furre againſt Poachers and Deſtragers 
of the Game, that be may enjoy" more, Þleafer'e 
and Diverſion, bemſelf, in all ber. Matters be 
es very Careleſs 3 does juſt act indeed {6 Jave.Ap- 


 pearances, and oftener wrong than rigbt. 


[ viib ] 

» The.next acts intirely for Profit, as be will 
undertake every tling, and the more that come” 
o his Shopthe better, he therefore makes himfolf a 
rolerable. Maſter of the Laws, and is infinitely” 
the beſt of the three Sorts I ment1 _ and aces the 
moſt good. | 

The third Sort is the wy pernicious if all, 
for he puniſhes or excuſes, ſees or ſhuts his Eyes, 
for the Sake of Popularity; to oblige this Man, 
or depreſs that; to ſupport this Party, or to op- 

poſe that; one hates an Exciſeman, becauſe 4 | 
Servant of” the Crown, and exclaims againſt 
Soldiers and a Standing Army; yet calls him- 
felf an honeſt Man, and in the Country Intereſt, | 
On the other hand, wwe often ſee a Juſtice, what | 
he calls ſupporting the Government to the ut- 
mot ; nating Conſtables and returning Officers 
of their Friends only, billeting Soldiers unequally, 


and ar other Aels as wrong on the other 5 


— as this is our Caſe at preſent, and 
Juſtices are made not for their Senſe, Know- 
ledge. or Underflanding, but on Account of their 
wy a Later. wy 

T think 


\ ix] 
1 T think it nut unreaſonable to give revo cf of 
every. County three hundred Poiinds a Year each; 
tu exert. themſelves to ſave the-County froe 'thou- 
ſand Paumd a Year, beſides regulating and re- 
lieving the Paar. And when Tee 4 Man that 
ads without a Regard to his Pleaſure, Profit ar 
Popularity, I. ſhould think bim a proper Perſon, 
and I dare ſay bis Country. will alſa.. aud ord) 
Here let me mention, that our Members were 
formerly paid; and I do verily believe they were 
as faithful to the great Truſt repoſed in than by 
their Country, as at. preſent, when they have ges 
nerouſhy g given up their Salaries, and take nor 


thing; ſo. are ſuppoſed by many, to be rather ou J 
of Pocket, by. dorng. their Country Service. wh 
However, if any one elſe can think f 4 1 | 
cheaper « and better Method that will be as effec- 4 1 
tual, I ſhall 201 12 8 but rejoice. in. bis bl 
Succ . * . 1 9 
This may be > FP in — 7 or er * 
Counties ; the I ue the L ad u 15 | 
termine that. r | | 
I have made uſe of Ego 700. EY er | 
there are Mt Nales i in Diction or Stile, I 2 1 1 | 
be excuſed ; 4 Pave not * ure 7 if had Abili- 1 


ties} 1 ; 


* I 232 if TT ow | 


viſe you to fend for the Poor Book where you 
hve, make a Lift of real Objects, reheve the 


have, and i, you perſevere in it, you will find the 
Poor will in the End thank you, and the Rich 
ke obliged to and you, wilgo more veal 

7 Says 2 of thire imine ti 725 
Country where you live, ban all 1 the . Tuices 
180 the, 175 County put, Les BU for 
Phaſere, Þ 4. Pop lars ee * N 
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Raiſng TIMBER, We 


* EN I had the Pleaſure to read 


Mr. Made s Pamphlet, called, 4 
en Propoſal fer improving and d. 
e dorning the Iſland of Great Bri- 
tain, for the Maintainance of our Navy and 
Sht þþ1 ng, for tbe Enpley ment ani perpetual Re- 
lief of our Pein, &c. it put me on writing 


the following sheet And I hope this my firſt 

in int! wall be rcuſed, when 
I aſſure my Readers, it is the ame Zeal that 
actuated Mr. Jade, that is, the Honour and 
Service of my Country, that makes me at- 


tempt it. 
B M. 


(2 ] 
Mx. Made propoſes by Planting 1 Timber 
and Foreſt-trees all over. the Commons a : 


Waſte-grounds In Great. Britain, to \Taiſe [um 
ber ſufficient for our N ayy and Shipping, in 
Eighty, or, perhaps, fewer Years. All this 
Timber, Sc. is to be for the Benefit of the 
parochial Poor, and while theſe Plantations 
are | in, their Infancy, he Propoſes” the bo 
much talk'd of 'Tax on uſcleſs Dogs, for to 
ſupport | it, or rather to pay the Poor who 
are to be employed in theſe Plantations, ; he 
propoſes à Nurſery. of Four Acres in every 
Feriſh, to furniſh Trees for theſe Plantations. 

Tuts Scheme of Mr. Vadé's deſerves the 
Thanks: of his Country; but it is to be fear- 
ed, there are ſo many inſuperable Objections 
to his. Propoſal, that it never can be put in 
KRegution effect ually. 

Firſt, Ir would 5 very ae. 10 
expect the Pofſe ſſors of Farms that had Right 
of Commoning, to give up that Right: 
many Farms would: be uſeleſs: without ſuch 
Privileges; which. if all the Commons were 
planted would be greatly detrimented ; Fo Or 
though ſome Commons do, rot Sheep, all do 
{$i not ; ; 


437 


not; PET thoſe that do, are ſo very uſcful to tlie 
Occupiers for airing. of Cows, Horſes, Hogs; . 


for breeding and feeding young Cattle, efpe-- 


cially 1 in Summer, that were ſuch Commons 
incloſed and planted 45 propoſed, it would 
add to the 'great Diſtreſs' the Diſtemper 
among the Horned Cattle has already oeca+ 
fioned in the Price of Cattle; for now lean 


Oxen are Thirty per Cent. dearer than they 


were only Fen Years ago. And many 
Farmers in the County of Suſſeæ particular- 
ly, could not breed- any Cattle at all,” if it 
was not for the Commons; for in the Sum- 
mer their Grounds are ſowed with Corn, 

and their; young Cattle are then on the Com- 


mons, where, as there is commonly Water; 


they live very well, but they take them into 
their Grounds and feed them on Sttaw in the 
Winter. This! is the firſt, and; I fear, a very 
great e and ſcarce ever to be Lis 


J 


over, © (10, 
Tur next is, no Lord of a Se __ 


give up! his Right to the Timber nov- growin g. 
or what might grow on the Commons; in 


ſome Places Tillers are 'very- numerous; in 
B 2 ſome 
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ſme Commens there is large Timber it 
Timber may grow up by means of 
Buſhes: And there is 4 great Lawisuit 
now dependant in the County of Sigſex; Be- 
teyeen a worthy Barf onet and a Tenant of the 
Manor, for the Tenants cutting Buſhes on the 
Waſte, and ſo leaving the Timber expoſed to 
Damage. Brambles and Buſnes ſeem meant 
by Providence (who made nothing in vain) 
as a Defence for Trees; for how would any 
naked Tree, while young, eſcape the my 
of Cattle, if not for Buſhes? ti 5 
ANOTHER Objection is, that a planted Oak 
(the Chief for Shipping) ſeldom males 4 
good Tree, as may be ſeen by thoſe in Ldrd 
_— Montagut's: Park, | whoſe Anceſtor agreed 
att atbhis Labourers, that whoever, at their 
leiſure Hours, planted and ſtaked! an Oak, 
ſhould have a Shilling ; thiswasabout,as Fhave 
been'itformat;7oYears ago; they were taken 
out! of Veraley Coppice, btlongin g to that. 
ndble Family: They ars all ſrunted, and gtow 
de ke! Ape treos than Oaks, and but 
very few even fit to make Plank- Timber, or 
10 come into any Contract for the Royal 


8 


Navy; bit had they continued in V eraley 
Coppice, and there had been xoom for them. 


L 


or ſowrn where they no are, :they-would 
all have been fit for ſuch Contract. 
Fon there is an Oak that Was en in a 


gravelly Soil Seventy-three Years: ago, by 


Mr. Joſeph: Lire, that then lived at my Houſe 
at Stole, that has near two Loads in it, tho 
it ſtands in a paved Court; and I do believe, 
if the ſame had been planted, it would not 


have had one Load in it in the 2 85 N88 


of Time. 
Asus ſeldom make 850 Trees Sth 105 


N arſery; Walnuts and Cheſnuts do ſometimes, 


Elms indeed do generally (if taken Care of at 
firſt) make good Trees; and I have ſome that 
were planted One hundred and Eleven Years 


ago that have moſt of them two, and ſome 


three! Loads in them, 12 cove d blood 
;» ANOTHER: Objection is, the ꝓreſent Ex- 
pence of a Nurſery of Four Acres 2s. pro- 
poſed; which will be found very burthen- 
ſame, to maſt. Tanis, an e Which 


is ag. follows ;. Assen 08 Ht. 25v9 wt vas 
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p LY | 88 4. | 
ForPlowing four Times, or Grub- 1 * oil 
ing, if Heath or Furze, Four 3 28:8 
Acres abbot ee 114.5 
For Fencing four Acres Liz gi 46 
For Buſhes and Stakes n a8 6 
For a Gate and Poſts and Iron- e 
ro ie 


work, Sc. — — 


1 this is ſet very ' reaſonable. 

Another Thing is, every Hedger and Ditch- 
er, (tho Mr. Wade ſays they can) cannot plant 
Trees, for they are very apt 1 to plant them too 
deep, \ which. is a Reaſon many planted Trees 
do not thrive, and many die; for nothing 
can be more prejudicial to any Tree than 
this too common Practice. Theſe Obſtacles, 
I am afraid, would (added to the Unyilling- 
neſs o the Country People 5 being put out 
of their old Track) be unfurmountable. The R 
Method, that 1 would offer to raiſe Timber, 
is to make an AQ for all Copyhold Tenants 
to. buy the Timber growing on ſuch their 
Copyholds, the Price to be fixed by three 


FE 
Men, prick'd by the Sheriff, out of the Free- 


holders (in caſe, only, the Lord,and Tenant 
do not agree about the; Price) at their joint 
Expence ; the ſaid three Men to be allowed 
2, proper. Fee for their Trouble and Atten- 
dance; and, * all Pollards on ſuch Copy- 
holds, to be cut down. by the Tenant di- 
rectly; the Lord to have two Thirds, and the 
Tenant one, of the Bodies and the Top, the 
Lord to fagot, cut up and fetch away his 
Share in fix Months; if any Diſpute ariſe 


a 4s * 


about t this, alſo to be ſettled by three Men ag 


above. 


Tas only o once done, would raiſe great 
Quantities of Timber, which now a as it is, 
ſtripped and polled (notwithſtanding all Gare) 
by | the Copyhold Tenants, or their Under 
Tenants, never comes to any thing, but i is 
only fi for the Fire. 8 

-IT is ſuppoſed near half the Kingdom is 
Copyholds; fo that by this means dhe Tim- 
ber now growing on it. would come to be 
uſeful; the Lord would have a proper Sa- 
tisfation, and the T enant improve his Eſtate 

and 
und adviſe all Pollards to be cut, for where Pollards 
grow nv \oung Timber will ever come, they ſpoil the Fences. 
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and Timber th kB womb ont! ys!i Ads: 
vaiitage, ande would thakwit this TEnance: 
Intereſt to preſer t chaty which, v to πο i%h,ẽi 
riots noi I te He NH t UHeſtr o 

 CAN06TwrROhae might he mad fins d 
Act that all Eaiſes fl“ be void; pb jfachk-! 
unleſs the Number of Free und URS! 
growftig*on fuch' Land; wt fecit 
taking fuich-TLkale, rt tHe HEK of tfHE IAI 
ald A tauft, mit Alki Beix b H- 
natit fall be böte Give NONE ME” 
—— or His Servant, — 2 

# © Coppite ot bew imdkitg 1 He 

thatctng TAG gt Len te fet ct IR 3 
yoing "Tere ug he Aff l t Properg ht 
Iefft' Hav -Ans Gptidn tb 898 dr Fot Gr his?! 
wW9 di be 4 Vb os tb Pruſe y EAI Titer“ 
on Ne ther haff coy 
thi hs Deeeffy 2 — 
i 2 — Gantrn=n aan 
z. 
5 ay Nes AO Gt Nieg tom 
the & rd d florabe AH 4H beach 
INH IAH RN, nota BHO, There 
neAly*the Arne Taferllihehi, e 
long Handle, and the other u ſhort one: 


Now 


[ 9]. 
nor it ig too frequent;.to fee many Gentle- 
mem Eſtates ruined; 46 to Timber, while 
they are ignorant on cateleſs f it, perhaps 
abroad, or fullowring their Pleaſures in Lau- 
dub and Farmers, iſ it is diſcovered, (which 
ſeldotm happens) have ſome Excuſe or Trick. 
to miſrepreſent their i Deeds . 
Nxxx, I would propoſe five Acres to be, 
ſoured (under the Direction of the Overſeer 
of the Poor] in every Pariſh, where there 
werd fifty. Acres of Waſte - ground, and ten 
Acres in, very Pariſh where there were one | 
hundred, Acres f Common or Waſte, ground, 
twenty Acres where two zundred, and ſo on., 
Wien Land, ſo to be ſowed, .ſhopld he. 
ca ante, and given up by the Lord. of . 
Manor, or by his Qrdexs, in proper Places 65 
em carvement, fr nper, . mer 
and her haye the Liberty, 1o.inclels the. ' 
ſme Quantity.te. ſow er plant with Firs and 
Timber - Trees in like manner: For notwithe 
ſtanding: the Ads of Parliament, few... ever 
planted Trees naked in a Common, but hey 
ars:{poiled hy me malicious Perſon or. aps, 
cee Law. Pans: A 
dne Troclt 1 . bew 


[ 16-} 
hows they cg incloſe them; (Which hag 
hindered' many planting in ſuch : Rlacesi 
this: would ĩnde ed bet an. Ornament /o the 
Country: and upwandsof fifix thouſand 
Acres Mou h be planted; the Farne 
would: not feel this Loſs of Common, the 
Lord would ornament his Eſtates by lihis 
own, and the parochial Plantations ; Pbints 
of View. on Heaths and Commons would be 
planted in CTlumps and Avenues, the Roads 
alſo plarited as they are in France in many 
Plates; eſpeeially between Paris and! Naum, 
and Paris and Calais) which were planting in 
OHober, 153 8. and I f theim two ears 
a0 fine growing Trees they are Blins 

chieffy, Apple Trees; Peur Trees; Walkut- 
Trees Er. This would create an Eirkalition; 
ard Gentlemen might oblige ech: other by 
planting Chimps to Anftwer eck otllers Pür⸗ 
Poe b Vit! or othet Convenitiicies thit 

old Sceak. O10 u £312 JON 8114 Yo 44; 18411 
ur Poor might reap ſotiie fmmedläte 
Beribfit of Under woods for Püel, ani in 
Be" $66" Land, after al the "Oy Were 
ſet but ar About nb Gr thre fee Veats . 


11181 at 


f ax } 
at proper - Diſtances according ta their Sorts; 
the hand might eaſilyibe grubbed at about 
Tivo=pence a Rod, and being digged (for nb 
Plough fhould come in aſter the firſt Time,) 
and-foved with: Tillage; Potatoes|:Peaſe-and 
Beans for their Benefit, under the Direction 
of the Overſeer, Who ſhould be accountable 
forghb Produce; !'f as wavwo 
ON Clauſe would be neceſſary, if the 
Lord of the Manor did not raiſe Trees, ard 
continue Trees on his Share, the People to 
have a Right to lay it waſte; agains and ſo 
the-ſame; if the Overſeers did not keep it an 
Timber, the Lord to have like Power to take 
it into his on Hands ſor that Purpoſe: ans 
day it waſte, (only except the Periode of 
Lang) ,hut;cither,to be relown, again. if c- 
gam phreplanted fo as to continue for, exer 
With timber fo that what is meaptby this.s, 
that they may not turn it into Arable Land- 
Paſture, or Meadow, which, I am affaid, 
me, would be ſo coyetous as to aim, at 

This Clauſe I galy hint at, but it would, ger 
Mus, great Nicety to word it, which at prer 


5 C 2 ſent 
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nt bolt pretend co, only writing>what 
occurt;\indrleare it oth itateyAdepts'toulls 
that: : iber. 1907 51 to — o To 
ent Felge + ſhould rec 
| Ans ith Ceske ahi eng trenty of 
tlarty Febtran Ely · in the parochial/Flanta⸗ 
tions only Elean the Lord to do as hie liked? 
8omis Sort of Fits c the Pine Rind tniſt be 
fon hs erh precariouꝭ (us having Tup⸗ 
roots) ſomelof vhibh Number are: the [Stone 
ur burechs Silver and Suorc h und Lord M 
uus Firb er Pines, are tender Beedlingsß 
bur this 1 Digveſſiun, but for-the:Plantet's 
Advantipectbcknow, as ſorke: Odvand may 
fat theſe Sbrts . a0 wave n ow. 
:2Bndobmrn fected: which u reh 
mend the Overfctrs, Wers aH Ground 
woledtnivt it, to Sumner! falldu lle 
PSG ff ER Andr 1t0abont "Notes; 
with *WHtat, LACS! und AH Nes the 
Ole well dene up theifirſt Yer; ahd'the 
Wucht bing renpcd. ih fat Se de- 
Aiveyell|.ray: ih cutting Laue Corn weklich i 


on mowed, 
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mdweay and tlic AthKeoys:wordd tothe up 
tie c M ear hefreny: the Oorn- fon might; be 
for the Uſe of the Poor immediately; the 
Hedgestenigirt be phinted with Ap Hees 
betwWern Tlus evi Rod of twp R di 
tan Wi in Fe world produce: vaſt 
Quintizies-ofFriſito. for! the Benefit of the 
er afl; had {4 fhould: think Dent _ 
reafdz;then it whonkblerogyelipthedamede 
Gwint atithat Fime:;; and here let me mens 
tianibmeCommons;: where even without 
Dung, it would anſwer, as Gadaiin Pegfe 
Murſt, . Honſy Gowmon, Weſtfield in Wikings 
allo in Srinfry, and almoſt every Com- 
mos inn du = the Ground being ref 
and never having been plowed or ifows 
e£&0w0uldprodudei a great/Giops aadit after 
tha HH Flanta auore left, the Poor were ems 
ple bin that heceſſary a Works: the Dig · 
gi fat at Igaſt for twenty, Years at firſt, an 
S Turneps, and other eſeulegt Roots, fan 
their. Support only, might be; raiſed . ;Þ fp; 
fori-their Support only, for I would haut 
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no Cattle come. in on any Account; or Pres 
tence} Teſt” they ſhould damage the Trees. 

Sixc 1 urote the foregoing Lines, Fhave 
red an Act uf laſt Seffions' of Parliament, 
and Imuſt fay, it is ef nd fort Uf Uſe; for i 
enacts, that any one may Buy Land on the 
Waſte, öf the Lord and à Ma gority of the Fe⸗ 
nants of the Manor, to r And plan nt, with 
Timber-trees*'Butthen it allo enatts, that all 
the Recompence paid for it; ſhould go to the 
Poor of the Pariſh, who in allficetihood, have 
hothing to do with it, ſo that it will be Der 
very difficult to get the Conſent of the Lord 
and Tenants to a Sale of their Commons, that 
others are to receive the Purchaſe- Money of. 
But in my Scheme the Lord will be ſatisfied, 
the Tenant, * it wilt ber the Poor-Book, 


ed at enn. As wach moers hereafter. 
Stinve in force, ex- 


Ax this Act Eight © 
cept that Clauſe that enacts as above, which 
might be altered in theſe few Words, fatif- 
Hing the Lord and the Tenants for the ſame, 
for the Act in all other reſpects is of Uſe, 
and would be ſo particularly to Pariſhes that 
AV have 
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have no Waſte of their own, who are autho- 
ed. to buy ſome in any neighbouring Pa- 
riſh or Manor by that Ac. 


* 


Isna next attempt to find an Expedient, 


to. amt epnibilate the. Poor Tax, to; eng 
ploy them all, to have real Objects and the 
Impotept, well cloathed, kept clean and well 
0 the Diſſolute and Inſolent corrected, 
and th he! Ide Ms. 1155 made to works 
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„an it 


24 vh4b 10 


"Now: colie't6 the — Sop⸗ 
r porting and Nihintaliin thi feat An 


g ind Cr 


difirefſed Poor, and of etipleyi 


ting ug 1 Laws in Focce reliting hetetg.” 

"Ir may bock uke Preſumny ption In me to 
aim at ſuch © a Scheine 1e heh ts many have” 
already failed in 1 this Beg : But as T intend 
this only as 2 CoD ae, an Rope 


others will 1 improve on it, and as it is meant 
for the publick Good, 1 ſhall not regard 


chat Cenſure: If it ſucceeds, I chall be happy 
in haviog thow veht of it; {Pa ils, 1 ſhalt 
content Sie that i it kad mb f fame Fate all 
Schemes hitherto;publiſhed have had. "The 
Neceſlity, of ſome © Method. to put a a Stop to 
the exceſſive Burden of the Poor, will, 1 
hope, excuſe me for propoſing any Method 
r that Purpoſe. So, Without further A- 
lopy „I propoſe, that an Act be made 
as foog 25 may be, that all Beggars, Vaga- 
bonds 


recting the Isdolent and If 15 for put? 


lg} 
bonds, Strollers, Gypſies, or thoſe called ſo, 


affcke afl Wtfrers Heſtribod i e AQ ofethe:: 
17th of George II. as vagrant, idle, and diſ- 


orderly Perfsns/toul immediately Fepair to 


their Paziſhes;, aud Af &Þey-: are not able thro... 
. Ft N ngff els, t apply to ſome ] 10 
che che FN :t to, > ie Par WS, 88 55 ey, 
TEE 5 9 155 1 891 5 the Place 
where ed; and * after 
the firſt Da 1 RIA ( ne, Was found 
nag ee IT Vagrant- 
CBnt9,Þ9 conypitted, ., tl the 2 | Sons, 
tg he Houſe o CorreQiony a a 0. be "by 
that Seflipns, gn;Proof the . LEA Yagrant Ji ; 
twalported tor fr Fd e 11 285 
Ans. 194 th 28 OO 798 * 2 the. 
Bürration, to 5 deemed Fele elons 350 1 8 
for path Az Eclons, re e e Zo 
_ Dd 15 v8 vie by 
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ſtuck up, ſo that none ſliould _ A 
rance of this ſalutary Lax. 
'TneN would have a: Regiſter in nn 
Pariſh: regulated i in Columns, and better to 
ſhew the Nature of what I mean, at the End 
I have made one, and all the Poor are ſet 
down in it, that have occurred to me in the 
Pariſhes where I have lived, or neighbouring 
Pariſhes, and ſtand at this very Time upon 
the footing. there mentioned; and let any 
Gentleman ſend to the Pariſh Officers 
where he lives, to bring him the Poor Book, 
and he will find the greateſt Burthen is from 
the Idle/and Slothful, and the Impotent and 


real Poor have but a ſmall Part of thoſe im- 


menſe Sums in every County, Which is diſ- 
burſed for the Support of the Poor, and he 
will ee ſome of thoſe that will come into 
every Claſs of my Regiſter. 313i | 
I Worb have ſtrictly put in ow ahe 
Ack of the 8th and-gthi of William III. and 
every Perſon that had any Support from 
the Pariſh; while be had that Support. only, 
fhould wear a Badge as that Act requires. 
A hand AC of the 436 of Elizabeth, that 
| enacts, 


5 + " SE Der _ N 
Er 
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enacts, that the Churchwardens and Over- 
ſeers ſhall buy a ſufficient Stock of Flax, 
Hemp and Wool, to which might be added, 
or any other Materials whatſoever, to employ 
the Poor, ſhould be rp put in execu- 


tion. | 
Ap there is another Act of the 5 of 
Charles, that Churchwardens may ſet up 
Trades to employ the Poor only. | 
Ap another very uſeful and neceſſary 
Act was made only a few Years ago, vig. 
that of the 24th of his preſent Majeſty, to 
prevent Spirituous Liquors being uſed in 
Work-houſes, Alms-houſes, or any Houſe for 
the Reception of Pariſh Poor. | 
 Taxse Laws, I again fay, I would 3 
ſtrictly attended to, and all other Laws in 
Relation to the Poor and their Settlements 
to continue. He. vo * 
THERE are two Sorts of 8 FI are tho 
molt troubleſome ;'the one is he that docs 
work, but will not maintain his Family. 
I wiLL/give an Inſtance of both of theſh 
Sort: Firſt, ahn Weſt, a Labourer, gets 
ſeven 3 a Week; this Money, or the 
nns D 2 major 
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ſtuck up, ſo that none ſhould _ Joo: 
rance of this ſalutary Law. ! 

IrTurN would have a: Regiſter in every 
Pariſh regulated in Columns, and better. to 
ſhew the Nature of what I mean, at the End 
I have made one, and all the Poor are ſet 
dow in it, that have occurred to me in the 
Parithes where I have lived, or neighbouring 
Pariſhes, and ſtand at this very Time upon 
the footing there mentioned and let any 
Gentleman ſend to the Pariſh Officers 
where he lives, to bring him the Poor Book, 
and he will find the greateſt Burthen is from 
the Idle and Slothful, and the Impotent and 
real Poor have but a ſmall P art of thoſe im- 
menſe Sums in every County, which is diſ- 
burſed for the Support of the Poor, and he 
willfee ſome of thoſe that Will come into 
every Claſs of my Regilter. nite 

I Wo have ſtrictly put in fins the 
Acł of the 8th and ꝙth of Malliam III. and 
every Perſon that had any Support from 


the Pariſh; «chile be had "that - Support. only, 


ſhould wear a Badge as that A requires. 
And: that Ack of the 439 of Elizabeth, that 
enacts, 
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enaQs, that the Churchwardens and Over- 
ſeers ſhall buy a ſufficient Stock of Flax, 
Hemp and Wool, to which might be added, 
or any other Materials whatſoever, to employ 
the Poor, ſhould be OY put in execu- 
tion. 

Ap there is diihes Act of the 15 * 
Charles, that Churchwardens may ſet up 
Trades to employ the Poor only. | 

Ap another very uſeful and neceſſary 
Act was made only a few Years ago, vig. 
that of the 24th of his preſent Majeſty, to 
prevent Spirituous Liquors being uſed in 
Work-houſes, Alms-houſes, or any Houſe for 
the Reception of Pariſh Poor. 

"Taxse Laws, I again ſay, I would SR 
ſtrictly attended to, and all other Laws in 
Relation to the Poor and their Settlements 
to continue. —41¹ | 719% 

Tux are two Sorts, of Pot, 3 are the 
molt troubleſome ; OO ANTE is he that does 
work, but will not maintain his Family 

T wiLL/gwe an Inſtance of both of theſe 
Sort: Firſt, Jahn Weſt, a Labourer, gets 
een — a Week; this Money, or the 
D 2 major 
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major Part, he ſpends at che Alchouſe ; his 
Wife, after ſome Time (when nobody will 
truſt her any more) is obliged to apply to a 
Juſtice” for Relief for herſelf and three 
Children; tells a lamentable Story, that 
they are ſtarving, all are not born to be 
rich; that the World frowns upon therm, it 
is hard they ſhould ſtarve; and much Cant 
to this Purpoſe. The aſtoniſbed Juſtice, 
without enquiring further, orders her two 
Shillings and Six-pence per Week. But if 
the Complaint happens to be made to 2 Juſ- 
tice that does condeſcend to hear what the 
- Pariſh Officers have to ſay, why they ſhould 
not relieve her Family, what is done then? 
Firſt, the Pariſh Officer ſays, the Huſband is 
tivays at an Alehouſe, gets ſeven Shillings a 
Meek, and might maintain his Family with 
the Money he ſpends there; to . which the 
Jaſtice agrees; but tells them there are no 


»Eaws to prevent a Man ſpending his 


Money how he pleaſes, or to puniſh him for 
ſo doing; and adviſeth them to take care the 


Woman and Children do not ſtarve, and 


very humanely adds, that it would be hard 
11 the 
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the innocent Children ſhould ſuffer for the 
1 Behaviour of their F ather, that People 
muſt not ſtarve. From this Act of his Wor- 


ſhip the Family is (if I may call it ſo), pen- 


fioned on the Pariſh, and will never be off 
their Books. 


Now I would have: this 1 Fee Proof 


that he did, or was able to earn ſeven Shil- 


lings a Week, and that he frequented. Ale- 


houſes as above) be whipped, not. exceeding 
two hundred Laſhes, nor leſs than an hun- 


dred, well laid on, every, Month his Family 
was relieved; which would ſoon. get rid of 


this Sort, which may be found in my Regi- 


ſter at the End of this Book. . 
Tn other are ſtrolling Poor, FRY go W 
Place to Place under Pretence of getting 


Work, and which, to my Knowledge, is a 
great Charge and Burthen to every County, 
and is by many Pariſhes encouraged. And 


beg to give an Inſtance of that alſo: One 
J. L. (I do not chooſe to mention his 


Name) belonged to the Pariſſi of Brgnor ; he 


was well educated and well born and bred, 


| and deſerved a better Fate; but being extra- 


vagant 


& 9 
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gant in his Youth, he became poor, wander- 
ed from Place to Place, but in a few 


Weeks was paſſed home as a Vagrant; 


the Overſetrs and Church-wardens found 
him rather troubleſome and imperti- 


nent, as underſtanding more than they did, 
ſo they gave him Shoes, Cloaths, and five 


Shillings in Money, for him to march off; 


he chearfully accepted it, and begun his 
March directiy; and in about twelve Months 


Time was paſſed back again, and he as con- 
ſtantly ſet out again, having his fixed Salary 


of five Shillings, old Cloaths and Shoes, &c. 
ſo for many Years, though the Pariſh Officers 


were told it was illegal and wrong; ; till at 
laſt he was paſſed home ſo naſty, louſy, and 
diſeaſed, that no one would take him in, 
and he laid in a Barn ſorne time before ve 
died, and wanted common Neceſſaries. | 

THE Act of the 13th and 14th of Charles 


II. Cap. 12. ſeems to aim at fixing Settle- 


ments, but I could wiſh it was altered thus, 
«If any Man of low Degree ſhould, after 
the firſtof May, ſettle, or endeavour to ſettle 
himſelf in any Patiſh, by taking a Room, 


Houſe or Tenement under ten Pounds per 


Aunum, 


* 
* 
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Aunum, and no Complaint ſhould be lodged 
within forty Days, that he ſhould be. ſettled 
on, that Pariſh to all Intents, and Purpoſes,” .- 

ITuis would make Pariſh Officers very 
cautious how. they admitted any Wanderers, 
and would fave much Trouble and Expence 
to every County: Not but there might be 


proper Licences or Certificates to any La- 
bourers j in Harveſt, or to Women and Chil- 


dren to go Hop- picking, or any other neceſ- 


ſary | Work of the Country; and the Land- 


lord or Owner of any Houſe or Tenement, 
or Room f that] harboured any Settler as bore 


and did-not give Notice to the Overſeers, to 
be fined five Pounds by Diſtreſs and Sale, on 


proper Complaint made, which ſhould, 89, 
to the Poor. 


FEY 8 +135 


„Woxkk-nopszs, F and Fopr- 


houſes, are now (inſtead of bein 2g to the Ad. 

vantage of the Poor or the Pariſh). Recepti- 
cles, of Rogues and Strumpets, ſo ofen 
naſty, that no Man who has any Regard to 
his Health will 8⁰ into hem ; LA 


125 


Nuſance inſtead, 'of grevantins, (as their, In- In- 
tention. was) Nuſances, and almoſt every 
N where 
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where call for a ſttict Inquiry, vrhich ſurely 
is not t und/ orty the Cafe of 25 Eigliſo Senate: 

Ir is true, it 1 be anſwered to all this, 
that our Lais are good and excellent, aud 
that moſt of theſe 1e Ebern ale proritlec 
againſt by different Acts; F alf which I d 
allow; ; and, if a any © one will dive himſelf leave 
to "Inquire, a are ſcarce” ever put t in execution! 


And cnn infift, * ten Nen more 


than thoſe eh nate! And Fray Man 
wilt only turn to Mr? Burns Juſtice, he will 
ee 30 Pages on the Article of Poor only; 
ſo that che Poet Laws are: & Study; Which 1 
am bold to fay many Juſtices are not capa- 
ble of ußderſtanding; and others are ſo intent 
ot Heir Diverfions, that they will not atterit 
to what e 0 amn 
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the: 1 Herr Ab that can n 48 to 
the GOoꝗneſs and Excellencies of our Laws. 
But wo Will, without Fee or Reward, do 
al they ought to do? Who will trouble 
them- 
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themſclves about Beggars and Vagabonds, 

ang. Vagrants ö Who will viſt Alms⸗-houſes, 
Pogr-houſes, Gg, IE SGW }: 
Ir gangot be expected they Gould, Laws 
are made under Protection, but they are exe- 
guted with. Danger. = oven 
„No Juſtice Willi be 1 ormer as well 48 
Juſtice, I mean on View; the Farmer, as the 
Laws ſtand MOW, muſtpay! hisTaxes z theIndo- 
lent will eat the, Bread of the Impotent ; che 
Idle and Diſſolute will be indulged to their 
Ruin, and to the great Hurt of the Country 3 
andthe poor honeſt Labourer, who bas labour- 
ell in his Youth, and dong his Duty as a Man 
and a. Chriſtian, is niggardly ſupported ; and 
yet ur Laws ate good and excellent! 
El me leave to ſay lait is much eaſier 10 
make Laws, than to put them in Exgcution 
effectually; and as our Poor are ſo abandon- 
ed. at preſent, it requires People of Activity 
and Spirit, as well as Knowledge in aur Poor 
Laws, Which, as I {aid befare, are a Study. 
ITnenkrok I would have in every Coun- 
nn Ballot . all the Fa. en 
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out of the aims Juſtices, to be called Pro- 
tectors of the Poor, and to have à Salary of 
three hundred Pounds 2 Year for themſelves, 
and one Clerk each, to viſit and inſpect the 
Poor- Books, Se. fee all the aforementioned 
Laws put in Execution; his Abodt to be in 
the County for which he was choſe pro- 
tecting Juſtice, to vifit every Pariſb himſelf, no 
Excuſe to be admitted of but Sickneſs, and 
if that continued another to be choſe by Ballot 
as aforeſaid; twice à Year to viſit Poor- 
h6iifes,” Alms-Hhouſes; Workchouſes; to take 
Notice of Money left to the Poor, and all 
Poor- Accounts; in ſhort, to puniſh the Idle, 
and ſee the Impotent and the real Poor bet- 
ter provided for; al! Conſtables and Tyth- 

ingmen to attend him, and _— r Orders, 
i to take an en em: 10 fie. 
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wy" 222 Synith of ee in the'Coun- 

te ty of Southampton, do ſolemnly ſwear, I 
« will examine and inſpect every Pariſh in 
00 the Eaſtern Diviſion of the ſaid County ; 
te ' twice a a Tear I will viſit every F Poor-houſe, 
Dil 116 % Alms- 
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*-Alnms-houſe and 8 and ſee that 
t Cleanlineſs, Decency and Decorum is pre- 
ͤſetved, and a good Regulation eſtabliſhed 
in the ſaid Houſes. I will do ſtrict Juſ- 
< tice, and not puniſh or preſent any Perſon 
through Malice or Hatred, or favour any 
one through Favour or Affection, Fee or 
© Reward, directly or indirectly, but do my 
< Duty-:to the beſt of my Knowledge, for 
the better Maintaining the real Poor, and 
keeping good Order, and for the Good of 
*© my Country in general. So help me God 
n de true Faith of a Chriſtian, _ 
ih Smith, 


Au to ackeep theſe Gentlemen in awe, I 
would have them under the immediate Com- 
mands of a Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons, to be choſe every Parliament, as 
regularly as the Committee of Elections is 
choſen. | 

Tur next Thing i is to raiſe 2 Hs to pay 
the fix hundred Pounds, and I think it could 
not be leſs ; to do which, I propoſe | two Shil- 
lings per Houſe for all taxed to the Poor, 

E 2 which 
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which in every County would raiſe a much 
greater Sum; this ſhould be gathered by the 
Overſcers of the Poor, and paid over to the 
Protecting Juſtices, and they to give Receipt 
and Sécutity, and paſs" their Accounts on 
Oath at every Midfummer Sefflons; the Over 
plus to be laid out in putting poor Patiſh 
Boys Apprentices, either to Trades or Sea, 
not to exceed ſeven Pounds ſeven Shillings, 
and to portion, on Marriage, Pariſh Ou 
not exceeding ten Pounds ten Shillings. 

Tusk Protefots bf the Poor, or one of 
them, to be authorized to remove any Per- 
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ſon endeavouring to ſettle in any Pariſh, but 


9 fort Is Days Continuance undiſturb- 


ed, unleſs previous Notice of it was delivered 
5355 n 
at his Office, or with his Cler — 


N Tursk Juſtices, or one of them, to have 
j Ae ofity | to take away any Licence, on 


oof of Gaming being atlowed, "either at 
Grd or any one unlawful Games, or 
Where Tipligg was allowed, or diſorderly 
Perſons "harboured. ' And let me obſerve, 
chat cominon Ale: honſes afe grown a'Nu- 
Hance, though th e firſt Intention of them 
Was 
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was to help, keep, and maintain thoſe of the 
Pariſh Poor that were paſt out- door Labour ; 
and if I may be allowed the Expreſſion, they, 
are a double Nuſance now; for they are 
generally kept by ſuch only that underſtand 
Horſe- racing, Cock- fighting, Cricket, C ud, 
gelling, Boxing and Bull-baiting, and not on- 
y deprive the poor Labourer of a Mainte- 
nance who. is paſt his Labour, but | the La- 
bour of theſe very People is all loſt to the 
Publick wha haye a Right to, it; for if they 
can live idle, they will not work. Ale-houſes 
are therefore certainly much too numerous, 
and ought to be (near half of them at leaſt) 
ſuppreſſed. If I remember rightly, I once 
ſaw a ſmall Book, wrote by IS YE wor thy 
Gentleman in the Commiſſion of the Peace 
for Surrey, and, I believe, now, the oldeſt 
Juſtice in that County, in Which Book he 
propoſes to limit the Number of Ale-houſes, 
one to every hundred Houſes in each Pariſh; 
this Book he only printed a few Copies of to 
give away to his Friends, ſo it is not to bg 
bought, though it is, pity he did not make it 
more publick ; when, 1 fax, Ale-houſe us 
AO g © 
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do not mean great Inns 1 danke Places and 
Thorou ghfares, but only common AleC-houſes, 
the Receptacles for the lower Claſs of People. 
I MENTIONED parochical Plantations, in 
the firſt Part of this Pamphlet, Which I 
would propoſe to be ſupported by a Tax on 
Dogs, and to be paid into the Hands of theſe 


Protecting Juſtices, being gathered by the 


Overſeers of the Poor; I ſappoſe ten Pounds 


4 Year for a Pack of Hounds, or atiy Num- 


ber of Dogs, above the Number ten, and 
ten Shillings for every ſingle Dog of any 
Kind under the Number of eleven; this 
would raiſe a vaſt Fund in every County: 
And after the parochial Plantations were 
compleated, Which, I ſuppoſe; would be in 
about two Vears, it might for the future go 
to buy Corn, to lay up in cheap Times, fot 
che uſe of the Poor only. Every one now ſees, 
that if it ſhould ſo happen we ſhould have a 


bad Crop next Harveſt (which is much to 


be feared we ſhall, for Corn never looked 
worſe) that the Poor ' muſt ſtarve in our 
Streets ; whereas it has been ſold for five and 
fix Pounds a Load, within theſe few Years, 

though 
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though now it ſells for ſixteen, ſeventeen; 
and eighteen Pounds a Load. Now is the 


Time to attempt this Regulation ;. the Poor 
will readily come into, the Farmer will agree 
to it, the Lord of the Manor aſſent; thou- 
ſands of Acres may be ſown-even.” yet,. with 
ſome Sorts of Grain and Pulſe, for their fu- 


tute Support. 


HRE let me take Naties: bat if Corn is 
W to be ſold by Sample as they call at, 
there is no Occaſion for an Act of Parliament 
to prevent Foreſtalling, which I take to be, 
buying Corn, or other Proviſions, moving, of 
being actually on the Road to Market, which 
never can happen now as to Corn; for no 
Man will carry his Load of Corn (perhaps to 
bring it back again) when a little Canvas 
Bag will ſhow the Quality of his Corn, and 
fave him much Trouble and Expence. It 
then may be ſaid, how does this hurt the 
Poor, when Farmers ſell them their Corn 
at tbe Market Price at home? To which I 
anſwer, there is not under the Copes of 
Heaven ſo much Cunning and Art made 
uſe of hy any ſet. of Men, as by Farmers ; 
1 they 


——— 
they appear to act fair} when at -the/ as 
Time they do not; for they màk eli weigbit 


when the); fell iE t the Miller bf Meal matt) 


but when they fell it the Labouter, they Us 
not; but only meaſur̃e it; aid any Ohe con 
verſant in Huſbandry Buſineſs does” Kiiow,” 
there is a vaſt ETaction in that Article only, 
tho the Farmer pretends he has no more per 
BuſheÞftom the Eabbufer than the” Miller, 
but then there is greater Menſfure to tlie 
Miller allowed to make the Cori derigb. Fhe 
firſt-Queſtidn, after your ſhow A Miller your 
Sample of Corni is, what does: ir welch and 
he gives accordingly. | And J had once O 
caſton in the Scarcity of the hard Froſt, to 
inquirè patticulariy into this. His Grace the 
Dake of $2 ſold Corn at Guild/ord e - 
dearer-thim aby body elfe pe. Load; but on 
inquiry, Bis Servants, to pleaſe his Gris | 
mile it avergh; ſo the Millers could afford to 
give arr extraordmary Price. Nobody now 
kriows, if Corn! is permitted to he "fold hy 
Sample And not in open and fair Market, | 
(s at fn may appear hard to bring it to 
5 MER FT, i DEE EE will a rile, lor 
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the, poorer Farmers have ſold already, or at 
leaſt moſt of, them have, and the Corn 18 
2 no in the Hands of the Opulent, Who will 
” ngt bring it to* Market till the very laſt Mo- 


ment; but as the Senate of this Nation has 
this under their Conſideration, it would be 
Preſumption in me to offer my Thoughts. 
80, L return to give Reaſons for a Tax on 
Dogs. Firſt, Madneſs from the Bite of a 
Dog is ſo ſhocking and terrible in its Conſe- 
quences, ſo very uncertain at any Time of 
Life, of 3 Cure, and, muſt leave ſuch 
horrid | Apprehenſions to thoſe even that 
ſuppoſe themſelves cured, as to make their 
Lives uneaſy ever after; that it has been 
thought by ſome right to deſtroy the hole 
Species in this Iſland ; by others, that is 
ane to. be cruel and barbarous; hut 
ſurely it cannot be thought wrong 10 leſſen 
the Number of of uſele ofs Dogs; by a heavy Tax. 
og thoſe that keep them. The greateſt Mit, 
fortunes ariſe from uſeleſs Curs. They gence 
rally begin! the Miſchief, for Dogs 4 
to Gentlemen, are uſually kept in Kenngls, 


22 8 


When I ſay Market, I mean any Place of Sale, fog any / 
one may orn to ſale in a Village; Markets 


eligbliſked only for the Conveniency of the Buyer and Seller 
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or tied up, ſo that on the firſt Symptoms of 
Madneſs they are taken care of, and pre- 
vented doing any harm; whereas the poor 
Man's Car is at Liberty, and is much more 
likely to be infected with Madneſs, for ſome- 
times he tives very hard, at other Times on 
Cattle's dying has plenty of Food, which 
cauſes (as is ſuppoſed) ſo ſudden a Change 
in his Blood that it brings on Madneſs, and 
it is not unreaſonable to think it may por 
duce that Effect, 
Tux next Reaſon for a Tax on Dogs is, 
the fatal Accidents by the Bites of Dogs not 
mad, which I dare fay, almoſt every one can 
Kicolloit ſome nnhappy; Inſtance of. | 

"ANoTHER Reaſon is (though. Lacks it i is 
looked on as a Chimera) that Dogs do ſpread 
the Infection amongſt the horned Cattle, 
#4 it is reaſonable. to think they may z for if 
ati Apothecary or Phyſician has not a mind 


to ſpread the Small- pox or any infectious 


Diſtemper, it is remarkable he is careful to 
ehange his Cloaths, and Wig eſpecially; for it 
4 known Thing, ill Scents do abide. 1 in 
FIuir a long Time; but why may not Dogs 
eat of infected Carcaßts ( for never were Laws 

and 
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and Orders worſe obſerved) and fo ſpread; 
that Diſtemper, which in moſt Counties has 
been the Ruin of many Families? | 

Tux next Miſchief done by Dogs, is that 
they deſtroy Sheep, Ewes and Lambs: eſpeci- 
ally; and I once knew fix and thirty, worth 
as'many Pounds, ſpoilt and deſtroyed in one 
Night by two uſeleſs Mungrels. This, give 
me leave to fay, is not an inconſiderable Loſs 
to the Land Occupier, almoſt every Year. 

Ay laſtly, I come to the unlawful Uſe 
of Dogs, in poaching and deftroying the 
Game: And tho' I am not ſo ſtrenuous as 
many are about the Game, yet I think the 
lower Claſs of People ſhould by all means be 
prevented from trifling away their Time 
after it; it gives them a natural turn for Idle- 
neſs and Difloluteneſs ; they cannot work in 
the Day if they go out in the Night; and 
though they may get ſometimes twenty 
Shillings of a Night, yet that is ſpent at Ale- 
houſes; and their Family is not the better for 
it. I have known many Poachers convicted, 
and ſcarce ever knew one but was. ragged, 


and their Family ſtarving; and the former 
FA >. 14 4%, IE 
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Part of that Verſe of the Proverbs may be 
well applied to theſe Sort of idle Poor, and 
the latter Part to the diligent and induſtrious 
Labourer ; The, fothjul Man ragſteſl not thet he 
took in hunting, but the Subftence of u di en 
Mon is precigqus, Chap. xi, verſe 27. 
 Tuzsx are, I hope, ſufficient Reaſons for 
a Tax on Dogs; the Gentleman and Sportſ- 
man would come into it, and I never yet 
talked to a Farmer but he aſſented to it; it 
would be of real Benefit to the Poor, as it 
would ſapply the Deficiency of a bad Har- 
veſt, and if pleaſe God we ſhould not want 
it for that Purpoſe, the Money ariſing from 
it, alter the firſt great Deſign of raiſing 
Timber Was anſwered, might go to give 
ſmall. Fortunes to poor Girls to encourage 
Matrimony amongſt the lower Claſs of Peo- 
ple, Which (though I believe. the Marriage 
Act was well and rightly intended) i is greatly 
out of F aſhion amongſt them, and they 
think, and it is not eaſy to perſuade them to 
the cq ntrary, that they cannot: marry ſince that 
Act; 6 and it is juſt the ſame thing as if they 
could not, if they think they cannot; they 
„„ have 
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have not an Opportunity to inform them- 
ſelves better; but all underſtand it in that 
Light; ſo that I have known ſome not in- 
coftfderable Farmers excuſe Incontinendy in 
their Servants; and even in their Children, 
by ſaying, What could the poor Girls do, 
© they cannot marry? And as this is fixed 
in their Minds, it will, I fear, be very hard 
to convince them of that Error, without a 
Repeal of that Act, or at leaſt ſome Part of 
IEP 49 2 8 I 
I roxcor to mention, that the Clergy 
will willingly come into this Scheme, for 


they, after ſeven Years are paſt, and the 


waſte Ground is improved, will have a Right 
ts Tythe of the Tillage, either by Spade or 
Plow, and of Sb Cædua where not rilled, 
which, T dare fay, they will not Hnegle& to 
claim, and which in ſome Pariſhes (now O 
Iy poor Livings) will be a very great Increaſe. 
© Tr has been often ſaid, that the Riches of 
a Kingdom conſiſt in the Number of Inha- 
bitants, which this Scheme will greatly | con- 
tribute to, for the Poor by this may live 
ee regularly and honeſtly ; our 
Country 
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Country will be ornamented for half a Cen- 
tury by theſe Plantations, and enriched when: 
eut by the Sale thereof; our Navy and Ship- 
ping be able to flouriſſ for ever; good Order 


amongſt the lower Claſs will be eſtabliſhed, 
which in Time will prevent ſo many un- 


happy Wretches being hanged (by Cart 


tended, our Streets cleared of Beggars, our 


Roads of Robbers and Highwaymen; and 


it is not too late even yet, to ſhow the 


World, that we can enjoy Liberty withous 

falling into Eicentiouſneſs, and that we 
_ know the Bleſſings of Plenty, without run- 
_ ning into Luxury and Vice; and notwith- 


ſtanding any fooltſh Diſputes amongſt our- 
. ſelves, and the unhappy Events of War, we 
may yet convince our Enemies, that as we 


are braye and ae we will be a free and a 


happy People. 
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Loads) every Seſſions; Virtue and Religion 
will revive, divine Worſhip will be better at- 
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I Son, Daughter,“ Bad 
in good Circum- 
ſtances able to 


keep him 


Not able to we 
But little 


B. Thoſe I mark with an Aſteriſm ſhould be well whipped every Time 
every Denomination ſhould wear a Badge on pain of whipping, not exceed 
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employ him 
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Will not go to Ser- 
vice but work at 
his own Hands. 
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LEECH NEHA) 
SUPPLEMEN T. 


Relating to a | 
NATIONAL MILITIA 


Think it neceſlary ſince I wrote the fore- 
going Pamphlet, to ſay, that the Scheme 
there propoſed in Relation to the Poor, and 
raiſing Corn for their Uſe, will obviate ſome 
Difficulties now ſtarted againſt a National 
Militia ; but to ſet this in a true Light, it 
will be neceſſary to ſtate the Advantages 
and Benefits from a well-regulated Militia, 
as well as the Dangers and Evils that may 
poſſibly ariſe from it to this Kingdom. 
_ Firſt, Tnoss that cry out for a Militia, 
fay, it is the only Conſtitutional Army for 
the Defence of this Country ; and they name 
Barbadbes, an Iſland that is defended by its 
Militia, and the Glaſcow Militia that did 
fight, or at leaſt were the laſt to run away in 
Scotland; they name the Highlanders that 
beat our regular Army at Preſton Pans and 
Falkirſ, and quote the Szzſs Cantons, and 

other 
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other Countries, and even France our Ene- 
mies, where there is a Militia, a8 Examples 
worthy our fullo wing. 3 
Secondly, THEY ay. an Amy Wan be 
raiſed and diſciplined on any Emergency, 
time enough to meet the Enemy with any. 
Probability of Succeſs, and that we cannot 
afford to pay an Army, if it could be raiſed.: | 
And ſuch an Army would be able (if wicked 
enough) under a bad Prince, to enſlave us. 
Tuxx fay our regular Troops might be 
employed to annoy our Enemies abroad. 
while a defenſive Army of Militia might de- 
fend us at home; for no one «fo fangunes as 
70 propoſe C by a Miliris. 
Tuxx - fay,..our numerous Fleets then 
might be ſent againſt the Enemy, and. not 
kept rotting at home and of no Uſe, for no 
Enemy, if we had fixty thouſand Militia, - 
would invade us; and they mention a Speech 
Illand, which was, ben you recolleft their. 
numerous Militia, you willthink it a fruitleſs At- 
— yr 
72 and © 
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end Congtiofh, as my Troops do; yer. they WW! * 
fight 46 defend themſotves, and their Property. 
Trey fay, if they cannot truſt too much 
Power inthe Hands of a numerous regular 


Army of Natives, tho many, very many of them 


are Men , grent Property, much lefs ſhould 


they traſt any Power in the Hands of Poreign- 


ers; ſo that any TR ſtance from them! is not 


to de expected. 


Ox the other - Hand; ſome ſay a Militia * 


would not fight unleſs always under martial 


Law; and they ſay, they only want to ruin 


the Army that propoſe a Militia. 


Tuxv fay, if the Militia were ſubject to 


martial Law, even then, on an Attack, the 
Gentlemen of Fortune would vo? fabmit to 


Forces; there would be continual Feuds and 
Quarrels, and in all likelihood, a Civil War 


would be the Conſequence. 


Tun ſay, arming the People IR (on 
any riſing of the Clothiers, Colliers about 
Turnpikes, or the Poor about the immenſe 
Price of Corn) create great Danger, for they 


would fly to Arms, and reſiſt the military 
G Force, 
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Force, which now ſoon quells them, when 
called to the Aid of the civil Power, but 
often not without Bloodlhed. 

Tux v fay, it would not be ſufficient to 
make them of any conſiderable Uſe, to exer- 
ciſe them. only on Sundays: and the Clergy 
are under terrible Abpprehenſions, on the 
Score of Religion, and ſay it is wicked and 
diabolical, that the Ordinances of Men 
ſhould authoriſe the People to break the 
Commandments of God. 

ALL theſe Objections I will ayſiver Arti- 
IJ by Article. 

Firſt, I fay, the Militia would fight ( 3 


ſabject 2 martial Law upon an Invaſion 
only). to de fend themſelves and Property; ; 
and ſhall ever believe Engliſhmen will 
rather fight for their own Property, when 
attacked, than for Six-pence a Day; and 
for that Reaſon, I would have moſt of 
the Militia conſiſt of I reebolders and Copy- 
bolders poſſeſſed of a certain Sum per Annum, or 
their Sons in the Life-time of their Fathers; 
the. Officers, who would be Men of Fortune, 
to chuſe what others he liked, but the Ma- 
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jority to be Freeholders and Copyholders. 


Clothiers and Colliers are improper Perſons, 
as more uſeful in their Occupations. And 
as to deſtroying the regular Army it would 
not, for the Army might, with Conſent of 
Parliament, be only fifteen thouſand in Time 
of Peace, and in Time of War never to ex- 
ceed thirty thouſand Men. 

'Txrx1s would greatly prevent any Feuds or 
Quarrels. And if the Gentlemen of the moft 
known Affection to the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment, and beſt Eſtates, were Officers in the 
Militia, and thoſe that have retired out of 
the Army and live on their Fortunes, as 
there are many in every County, were alſo 
appointed, Officers; it would be almoſt im- 
poſſible any Quarrels ſhould happen, efpeci- 
ally as the Militia would only be called out 
on Emergencies (when they would be paid, 
and ſubzeck to military Laws) and would 
unite in Defence of their Country. 

HRE let me ſay, as much as a Miilitia i is 
deſpiſed, if it ſhould happen that Portſmouth 
ſhould be attacked (a as cloſely as St. Philip $ 
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a thouſand: Men of ſuch Militia as I have 
named, 

I wouLD have the Officers of Mlilitia to 
gain no Rank, but the Officers that have 
retired to keep theirs, according to the 
Dates of their former Commiſſions when in 
tne Army ; this alſo would obviate and pre- 
vent Quarrelling. 

As to the riſing of Clothiers, Colliers, and 
the Poor, on Account of their Wages, Turn- 
pikes (improperly as they think put up) and 
the Scarcity of Corn ; I think that might be 
managed eaſily. In the firſt Place, few of 
theſe come into the Deſcription of the pro- 
poſed Militiaz and the Clothiers Complaint 
is chiefly about Truck, or their Maſters pay- 
ing them in Goods inſtead of Money; againſt 
which there is an expreſs Act of Parliament, 
with ſevere Penalties (but I fear not duly 
executed). As to the Affair of Turnpikes and 
Corn, they raiſe dangerous Tumults about 
theſe Matters ; but there is (as it has been 
hinted at before in the Papers) a Method to 
remedy at the ſame Time both theſe Evils, 
which is, making it treble Pay at every Turn- 

pike- 
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pike-gate on a Swday to buy Corn to ſell 
to the Poor now in this Time of Scarcity, at 
a moderate Price, vg. ſeven Pounds a Load. 
and to erect Magazines and lay up Corn 
when at ſeven Pounds a Load, to fell to 
them in a future Time of Scarcity. Surely 

this would pleaſe the Poor; the more Turn- 
pikes the more Money, the more Money the 
more Corn in Store; it would alſo be of 
Advantage to the Farmer, as he might ſel] 
his Corn at a good Price to lay by; for ſurely 
ſeven Pounds is better than four, and four 
Pounds ten Shillings, which I have known 
Corn ſold for within theſe fifteen Years ; but 
great Care ſhould be taken, that this Fund 
is honeſtly applied. 

ANoTHER Clauſe might be enacted, that 
whoever (of the private Men) in the Militia 
took up Arms, and under any Pretence uſed 
them offenſively, by firing at, or wounding, 
or killing any Subject of Great Britain, with- 
out Orders from, and being drawn up by 
their Officers, or thoſe ordered to command 
them, ſhould be guilty of Felony, and ſuffer 

Death j 
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Death ; ; in ſhort, without bring on Duty, arid | 
Orders ſo to do. ; 
I now come to the laſt Objection, that the | 
Sundays are not ſufficient to exerciſe them. I 
only ſay, if they were both exerciſed before 
Morning Service, and after Evening Service 
in Summer, and once a Sunday in Winter, 
and all Holydays that are uſually kept, it 
might be ſufficient, and would be better than 
their throwing at Cocks, Bull-baiting, and 

Drunkenneſs. 
As to the Objection made by the Clergy, 
as am no Divine, I can oppofe no Argument 
againſt their Scruples, unleſs I fay, it will 
bring more People to attend divine Worſhip 
than would otherwiſe come ; the Duty of the 
Day would not be interrupted; and it is a 
Work of Neceſlity, and of ſuch, Neceſſity, 

that our wileſt Men think our very Being, as 

a Nation, depends on it. . .Icannat. ſee but it 
would be as innocent to exerciſe Men on Aa 
1758 after and before Service, as to go to 
e Ale-houſe, c or to Cricket, or other Sports, 
4 conſtant Practice now, of many! Places. 8 
bers as this is quite out of my way, 1 
ſhall 


[47 J 
ſhall leave that to be decided by higher 


Powers. 

Bur as Horace ſays, improba firen deſidia; 
ſo1 do inſiſt, Idleneſs, Drunkenneſs, and De- 
bauchery, are practiſed more on Smdays than 
on any other Days, which might (with ſome 
Reaſon) give Riſe to the "As of Sports 
and Paſtimes in a former Reign. People, 
when they haye nothing to do, gene- 
rally fall into Temptation, and though 
they never intended it, are unawares drawn 
into Vice and Folly, eſpecially the lower 
Sort; and J appeal, if in moſt Counties, 
Sunday | is not the Day of the greateſt Jun- 
quetting and Debauchery. 

I ſhort, we muſt defend ourſelyes if we 
are invaded, and tho' I ſuppoſe the French, 
if they do invade us, will do it either with 2 
very great Force in one Place, or in many 
Places at the ſame Time, and I do, and will 
allow the Militia, if raiſed, may not be able 
to oppoſe and ſtop them, but they can deſtroy 
their Subſiſtence, the Roads and Bridges, and 
im pede greatly their Progreſs. 80 that had we 
N thouſand Militia, we could bet Time to 

EO gather 
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gather a Body of Forces ſufficient to riſque a 
Battle, and they muſt attack ns at a vaſt Diſ- 
advantage; though it is too notorious” they 
know (or at leaſt can know) every Road, 
Ford, Paſs, and would be conducted by thoſe 
Miſcreants the Smugglets to the Capital. But 
give me leave to ſay, the Army, as it is now, 
could not riſque a Battle, for fear of a Miſ- 
carriage. I will ſuppoſe the Militia of Sex, 
Surrey, Hampſhire and Midaleſex, on a Land- 
ing of the Enemy, beat, I mean joined to 
the Regulars in thoſe Parts ; even then there 
is a Reſource of all other Counties, and every 
Step they advanced towards either the Capital 
or Portſmouth, or any other Place they ſhould 
make the Object of their Conqueſt, they 
would be ſurrounded; and put between two 
Eires, from the Welt if they went to London; 
if to Portſmouth, Suſſex, Surrey and Kent 
tia would fight) every, Inch, againſt Fa- 
mine, Fire and Sword, and wur Artillery, for 
if they bring any, Artillery, it muſt be trifling 
to what, may be brought againſt them in a 
1 Hours by zs. In ſhort, it would be: fo 


riciculous 
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ridiculous a Scheme, had we à regulated Mi- 
litia, that we need not fear any Potentate to 
annoy us. 

ANoTHER Argument for a Militia is, the 
Roman Catholicks would be in Fear of riſing, 
and kept in great Awe ; and in many Coun- 
ties, it is thought by them, and has been de- 
clared, that there is but one Victory to be 
gained to ſet the Pretender on the Throne, 
which ſhows, if ſuch a Misfortune was to 
happen, (which God forbid) what we are to 
expect from their pretended Loyalty. 

I po not mean by this, I would hurt the 
Roman Catholicks ; no, far from it ; let every 
Man enjoy Liberty of Conſcience, and ſerve 
God in his own Way, but at the ſame Time 
do not let us ſuffer them (as they do) to 
keep publick Chappels at all their Houſes, 
which are as much, and as publickly fre- 
quented as the Church of the eſtabliſhed 
Religion, and even in their Abſence, not only 
by their Domeſticks and Dependants, but 
the Country People are invited, and con- 
verted, and have ſuch Encouragement and 
Temptations to change their Religion, and 

H that 
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that they cannot withſtand it; and I leave any 
one to judge, if we give up our Religion, the 
Government and preſent happy Eſtabliſh- 
ment muſt ſoon be deſtroyed. Then let the 
Clergy without Rancour (which moſt religi- 
ous Diſputes are attended with) exert them- 
ſelves ; let them take Pains to inform the 
Ignor ant of their Tenets, and the Articles of 
their Faith and Religion; ; let them viſit the 
Sick, and not (as I know ſome do) ride like 
a Poſt-Boy on the Spur of a Sumday, to four 
or five different Churches, and preach a Ser- 
mon of ten or twelve Minutes long at each, 
which has nothing to recommend it but its 
Shortneſs. 8 | | 


AxoTHER Benefit would ariſe, that the 
Militia 0 far from hurting) would be of 


uſe to the Army ; ; for the Army might be 
cheaply. and conſtantly, recruited from the 
Militia ; Y for it is natural to think that ſome 
would take Delight! in Arms, and eſpecially 
if Encouragement was given, and Gain was 
pre romiſed on any Expedition bein 8 ſucceſsful. 


1G In 


You would have many turn out Volun- 
teers ; . fr the Reaſon that Marines are more 


L 


cally 
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eaſily raiſed than Soldiers; the one get Prize 


Money, and the other Blows and Wounds. 
And here let me mention one Thing, that 
in all Counties, eſpecially maritime Counties, it 
might be enacted, that all ſmuggled Goods 
taken by the Militia ſhould be their lawful 
Prize, and this would prevent Smugegling ; 
for though as a Farmer or Labourer, they 
would join with the Smuggler; yet as a Mi- 
litia they would not, but would be glad to 
ſcize any contraband Goods for the Gain 
thereof. 

1 REMEMBER in the laſt War there were 
ſeven hundred Men raiſed in Suſſex, cloathed 
and paid, and ſome of them were ſent on 
the Sea Coaſt; the Smugglers were imme- 
diately alarmed, and tried to find out what 
Orders were given about them in particular, 
but could not find it out; at laſt, they ſent 
this modeſt Requeſt (by a very ſubſtantial 
Farmer) to me, viz, If I had any Orders 
to diſturb them. 1 told the Farmer, i it re- 
quired ſome Conſideration to give an An- 
ſwer, but that I had Orders from the Secre- 


tary of State and the Lord Lieutenant, to ex- 
H 2 amine 
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amine all Ships, Veſſels and Boats, and if 
they choſe to run the Riſque, * muſt take 
the Conſequence. 

Tur Farmer faithfully reported cis a and 
they never landed any Goods near me. 

To prevent Smuggling by the regular 
Forces is impoſſible. And 1 do appeal to all 
the Officers of Dragoons and Foot if it is 
practicable; and (if I choſe) I could give very 
good Reaſons for my Aſſertions. There has 
been little taken for fifteen Years by the Mi- 
litary Force in Sv/ex, but that was taken 
more thro the Folly ofthe Smugglers them- 
ſelves, . than the Activity of the Cuſtom- 
houſe Officers, and without their immediate 
Aſſiſtance, no Officer or Soldier can act. 

I MENT10N this, becauſe I have heard 
ſome in the Army fay, they would put an 
End to it, Sc. which is abſolutely out of 
their Power, but ought to be done; it car- 
ries away @ thouſand Pounds a Weck, in Time 
of Peace, out of Sex only, and half that 
Sum in Time of War, ready Money to our 
Enemies ; and farther, it is impoſſible to 


looſe a Topſail at PONG, but a Cutter im- 
mediately 
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mediately carries the Intelligence to our 
Enemies, for which they are well paid. And 
there is another material Sort of Smuggling 
in Szſex, ſuch as ſending ready built Ships 
of the beſt Timber, to our Enemies, and 
our Wool, even in Time of War; chis a 

Militia would partly prevent. 
I SHALL now conclude the Whole, by 
ſaying, there may be ſome other Objections 
to a Militia, but a future Parliament might 
rectify that. No Law ever was at firſt made 
without ſome additional Clauſe capable to be 
added to it to amend it, and make it better. 

Bor the Law of Nature, the Dictates of 
Reaſon, the Cauſe of Liberty, the Welfare 
of our Country, all ſeem to point out, that 
Engliſhmen ſhould be permitted to defend 
themſelves; and the Eſtabliſhment of a Na- 
tional Militia ſeems left to this Time to give 
Luſtre to the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, 
who does not reign over Slaves, but has the 
Affection (as will be found, if a Militia is 
raifed) of an obedient, brave, and loyal 


People. 
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